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ARMY HAS 86,000 AVIATORS
NOW IN SERVICE, SAYS BAKER:
SUBSTANTIAL FORCE IN FRANCE

"No Fighting Force of Men of Similar
Size in the History of the World
Has Ever Been Raised, Equipped
or Trained So quckly )

WASHINGTON, lm 10.—Secretary of War Baker made (he fol-

bawing statement to-day to the Senate Military Comintittee which is in

vestigating war conditions:

“A substantlsl army ls already In Feance, where bolh men und

officers have been additonully and speclnlly traloed and are ready for

netlve seryiee,
R T g

“The United States Army has grows o mine wonths from 9.5%1
oilicers to 110850 oficers and from 202510 men to 1425050 men—a
result which showed the *spiepiicd effvelireness’ of the American
people,

“No army of simllar sles in the history of the world bas ever becn

rulsed, equipped or tralned so quiekly. No soeh provislon has ever

been made for the comfort, Wealth and general well-being of sy army.

“Thy total number already In the mllitary service Is one and a hall
times as large as any foree ever mobillzed by this natlon.

“Of the toflal War Department appropriations for 1915, $3,.200,000,.
0 was for the Ordoance Department. of which contraets amounting
to 51677000000 alrendy have been placed.

“Many of the Ordnance Department's contracls Invoalve increass of
plant facilities, er the construction of new plants, and constant fnspees
tom by Inspectors who have had te be tralned In specially established
schools,

“The sabsistence of the army has heen above eriticlem; fte lnitinl
clothing supply. temporarily luadequate, Is now substantlally complets
and reserves will rapldly aceumuolute,”

“For the Quartermaster General's Department in 1918 RB,0 18,000, -
000 was appropristed, or a sum more than four tUmes as great as the
19156 wppropristions for all Governmental purposes.

“The aviatlon seetlon of the Signal Corps on the first day of April,

L conststed of 05 officers and 1,120 men. On the tirst day of Jun.

uiry, 10is, 1 eonsisted of 5,900 officers and 52,120 men,

“Army of the most modern and effective kind have been provided
for every soldler In France, and are avallable for every fighting man
who can be seat o France In 1918,

“Our army in France undor Gen. Vershing, and our Allles, are on-
titledd to have the benefit resulting from the depression of the morale
of thelr enemles, which must come when the Germans reallze that the
\meciean demoeracy has welther blundered nor hesitated, but aetually
brought the full power of Its men aod resources Into completely or.
ganleed strength against thelr military machige.”
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